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We’re not off to as great a start as I would have hoped.  We 
had to cancel our first Professional Development event in 
September due to low RSVPs.  As I’m sure many of you 
discovered when you received a phone call from one of our 
officers or committee chairs, we implemented our new phone 
tree to personally remind members of upcoming events.  
Unfortunately, we still didn’t get enough interest in the 
September event.  However, we have a multicultural potluck 
coming up in October and I really hope we’ll see better 
attendance.  We’ll be implementing the phone tree again so 
expect a call from us about a week before reminding you to 
RSVP if you haven’t already.  Reminder, we’ve made some 
important changes to our Professional Development 
Registration and RSVP policy so please be sure to check it out 
on our SWE Community under Resources.  (See bottom of 
page 3 of this newsletter for more information about SWE 
Communities). 

 

One of my goals for the upcoming year is make our 
professional development events more professional and better 
attended.  Julia, our PD Chair, and I share that vision and I 
know she has planned many great events in the three regions.  
I really hope the membership will take advantage of these 
opportunities to learn, develop, and network with other women.  
Of course, we’re always open to new ideas so if you have any 
suggestions for events, ways we can improve attendance, or 
how we can make our events more professional and appealing 
please don’t hesitate to send them to us at swe-wi@swe.org. 

 

Mark your calendars!  We’ll be holding a re-cap meeting in 
October for anyone who did not attend the conference but is 
interested in hearing about the national or regional business 
updates.  Those who attended the conference will also pass on 
information from the sessions they thought were the most 
interesting.  It’s a great opportunity to get all the best 
information from the conference for free!  We may even have 
some leftover career fair swag there. 

 

As always, I’m grateful for the leadership team that does a 
fantastic job and I am always interested in hearing what the 
membership thinks we can improve upon.  If you have any 
suggestions for improvement, gripes, compliments, or any other 
thoughts, please feel free to send them to the SWE email or to 
me directly at kmay415@yahoo.com.    
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We’re on the Web!  

http://www.msn.fullfeed.com/~swewi/  
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Join us at the Conference, more details at www.swe.org 

If you are attending this year’s Conference please contact Rita Murino at 
rita.murino@swe.org.  We plan to meet for dinner Friday, October 16th with fellow 
professional and collegiate SWE-WI members.  Please send Rita your contact 
information so we can plan our dinner.  See you in Long Beach!   
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DATE: 
EVENT: LOCATION: 

SEE 
PG(S): 

October 15-17, 2009 
Thursday – Saturday 

FY10 SWE National Conference Long Beach, CA 2 

October 20, 2009 
Tuesday 

Multicultural Potluck Dinner Port Washington, WI 4 

October 22, 2009 
Thursday 

Fox Valley Book Review: “CrazyBusy” Appleton, WI 5 

October 27, 2009 
Tuesday SWE National Conference Recap Meeting Pewaukee, WI 5 

October 29, 2009 
Thursday 

Milwaukee Area Meet & Greet Milwaukee, WI 3 

November 7, 2009 
Saturday 

Girls+Math+Science=Opportunities Conference Fond du Lac, WI 6 

November 10, 2009 
Tuesday 

Milwaukee Area Meet & Greet Delafield, WI 3 

December 3, 2009 
Thursday 

Fox Valley Area Meet & Greet Appleton, WI 3 

January 23, 2010 
Saturday 

Future City Competition Milwaukee, WI 7 

January 29-31, 2010 
Friday – Sunday 

SWE Region H Conference at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, IL 8 

 

* Refer to our website at www.msn.fullfeed.com/~swewi as details become available 
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Milwaukee Ale House 

233 N. Water St. 

Milwaukee, WI 

 (414) 226-2337  
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Ladies Night:  check out 
these deals! $15 per person 
for a delicious cheese 
fondue, salad and fabulous 
chocolate fondue.  

Bonus:  2 for 1 martinis�
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Lots of SWE information, including that of the SWE-WI Professional Section, is now shared 
using SWE Communities.  If you haven’t already, you should check it out!  From the 
www.swe.org website, scroll down and select “My SWE Communities”.  This takes you to the 
login page where you can register for the first time or log in again. 

 

From there you may join various communities, which are useful forums for information sharing.  
I recommend joining the Wisconsin Professional Section and the Region H communities. 
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SWE – Wisconsin Event Notice [B1] 
 

What :    SWE Multicultural   

            

 

Join other SWE members as we enjoy food and learn about different cultures. 

 

When : Tuesday, October 20th 

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

 

Where : Julia Spankowski’s House 

415 W. James Dr. 

Port Washington, WI 53074 

 

Who : Anyone interested in learning about other ethnic 
heritages or more about your own. You do not have 
to be a SWE member to participate. 

 

Cost:  $5.00 SWE Member 

 $10.00 Non-SWE Member 

 

Bring : 1 cultural potluck dish of an ethnic background of your choice 

 1 “show and tell” item of a culture you wish to share with the group 

 

RSVP: Please contact Julia Spankowski  by October 13th 

 Email: jrspankowski@gmail.com or Phone: 414-218-0344  

 

Please sign up to come to this Learning Event! 
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Feel like your life is out of control busy?  Join us in reading CrazyBusy a book about regaining your life 
and being happy while still getting things done.  Don’t have time to read a book?  Come to our review 
anyway, and we will fill you in on the details. 

 

What:  Book review of CrazyBusy Overstretched, Overbooked, and About to Snap! By Edward M. 
Hallowell, M.D. 

 

When:  October 22, 7:30-8:30PM 

 

Where:  Copper Rock Coffee (210 W College Ave #B, Appleton 920-882-9462) 

 

Cost:  $5 for SWE members, $7 for non-SWE members.  Cost will cover desserts and beverages. 

 

RSVP: Contact Kellie Rausch by October 19th at kmrausch@bemis.com or 920-203-8830 
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What:  We will be having a conference re-cap meeting for all SWE members who either were unable 
to attend the National Conference or attended but are interested in hearing more about SWE 
business or sessions that they were not able to attend.  

 

When:  October 27, 2009 

 6:30PM – 8:00PM 

 

Where:  Pewaukee Public Library Community Meeting Room 

210 Main Street 

Pewaukee, WI 53072 

Phone: 262 691-5670��  

 

RSVP: to Katie May (515)-491-9694 by October 20th 

 

Agenda: 6:30-7:00 National and Regional SWE Business and Updates 

7:00-8:00 “Cliff Notes” of the most interesting sessions our members attended at conference. 
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Girls + Math + Science = Opportunities  

Conference  

GMSO is a one-day conference for middle school girls designed to encourage them to pursue math and science as career 
options.  The conference provides opportunities to develop academic and creative skills through interaction with other girls and 

women in math and science professions. 

  
When: Saturday, November 7, 2009 
 
Where: Moraine Park Technical College 

Fond du Lac, WI 
 
Cost: FREE – Lunch and T-shirt Included 
 
Itinerary:  8:45-9:00 AM  Registration 
 9:40-10:40 AM  Session #1 
 10:55-11:55 AM  Session #2 
 12:00-1:00 PM  Lunch  
 1:10-2:10 PM  Session #3 
 
Details: SWE-WI members will be presenting the Radi oactive Ping activity in which the girls will desig n 

ways to transport “radioactive” material from one loc ation to another.  You can volunteer for 
one or all three of the sessions. Contact Jill to v olunteer and she will email you a copy of the 
activity details in advance.  

 
 RSVP: Jill Nondorf at jill.nondorf@swe.org  
 

 

Multicultural Morsel     By Betty Leonhard 

 
If you’ve read several of these columns you’ll notice I get most of my ideas from monster.com and this month is no 
different. I read an article by Ellen Alcorn a while ago that asked “Are You Diversity Minded?” I think a lot of us, myself 
included, would answer yes, but if we really look at ourselves does that answer hold up. Do we walk the walk? Here are 
some self-reflection questions from the article to consider: 
 
What sorts of jokes do you tell?  
How do you interpret the news?  
What are your prejudices?  
In what ways do you demonstrate you are accepting of other cultures?  
What sort of image do your clothes project? 
When working with someone of another ethnic background do you view their differences as deficiencies or do you look at 
the differences as strengths? 
Do you include different people than your normal group, both at work and at home? 
Do you ask for and accept feedback? 
 
If you have any morsels to share with our members please send them to betty.leonhard@swe.org. Personal insights, 
lessons learned, or articles to share are welcome.  Furthermore, if you are interested in forming a multicultural committee 
or see a need for any other focused group in our section, please don’t hesitate to contact us anytime at swe-wi@swe.org 
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Yuliya Polyachenko ��
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��	���� �
City of Residence: Milwaukee, WI 

Engineering Discipline(s): 
Industrial and Operations 
Engineering 

College(s) attended: 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor 

Company: GE Healthcare 

If you could be one for just 24 
hours, what cereal box cartoon 
character would you be? Why? 

Coco Puffs Count Chocula �  
because I’d get to eat/play with 
chocolate all day!  

If you owned a CB radio what 
would your "handle" be? 

Yuliya 

 

 
If there were a holiday in your 

honor what would it celebrate? 

Hugs day! It would celebrate 
compassion and affection all 
around the world. 
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Celebrating the 60 year anniversary 
of the National Society of Women 
Engineers and 50 year anniversary 
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign SWE Section. 

When:  January 29 – 31, 2010 

Where:  University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 

 

Watch for more details to come at www.swe.org/swe/regionh/regionh.html or at the 
SWE-UIUC website:  http://swe.ec.uiuc.edu/index.html 
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Katie May, Betty Leonhard and Martha Maxwell made the trip to the other side of Lake Michigan for the fall Region H 
face-to-face meeting.  This was an all day meeting hosted by the Southwest Michigan Section at Whirlpool facility in St. 
Joseph, Michigan.  We were joined by members from Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota.  
On Friday evening we had the chance to meet and socialize with many of the women attending.  Starting on Saturday 
the region officers led the meeting. 

 

There was a full agenda for Saturday, including:   

· A review of how SWE is organized at the regional and national levels.   
· The SWE strategic planning process.  It was interesting to see how long-term (more than 5 years) vision 

translates into priorities, tactical plans, and goals for this year.  
· Leadership coaching modules on professionalism and leadership burnout (presented by Betty.) If you haven’t 

recently, take another look at the book “Who moved my cheese?”  Being open to change is a coping and 
survival strategy necessary to today’s corporate environments.   

· Upgrades to the Section and Region H calendars.  Discussion and demonstration of Google calendars was an 
interesting part of the meeting.  A Region SWE calendar is being developed which includes the calendars of 
each Section in the Region, color-coded for identification.  SWE-WI already has ours up on our website! Contact 
our Publicity Chair Rita if you want to link our Section’s to your own calendar. 

· Information on applying for SWE grants, and developing outreach events.   SWE’s signature “WOW That’s 
Engineering” event was highlighted.  The outreach committee has straightforward online templates available for 
grant applications and for running an outreach event.  http://aspire.swe.org/ 

· Sharing of the Region’s Best Practices. 
· Regional Strategic Outlook session. 

 
After the meeting, we stopped at a local lighthouse for some group photos and headed back to Wisconsin. 
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Through a partnership with GE Women’s Network, GE Foundation, and SWE-WI, two $1000 scholarship were awarded 
this month to Jackie Damien, UW-Milwaukee student, and Elizabeth Asma, Marquette University student.   
 
Jackie Damien is a Junior in Civil/Environmental engineering at UWM.  She is from New Berlin, Wisconsin and is 
currently President of her school's SWE section.  She is interested in pursuing a career in engineering design. 
  
Elizabeth Asma is a Sophomore at Marquette University majoring in Biomedical Engineering.  She is from Belgium, 
Wisconsin.  She enjoys cross-country running and participating in campus volunteer activities. She is active in Midnight 
Run, which is a student-led initiative to combat social injustice in the Milwaukee community.  She hopes to work in 
research or the medical device industry, and she is interested in patent law. 
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Congratulations to four new female engineering professors at UW-Milwaukee.  Naira Campbell-Kyureghyan, Mahsa 
Ranji, Jill Schmidt, and Na Jin Seo all just recently joined the faculty at the university.  Naira Campbell and Na Jin Seo 
are both assistant professors in the Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering department.  Mahsa Ranji is an assistant 
professor in the Electrical Engineering department. Jill Schmidt is an assistant professor in the Civil Engineering and 
Mechanics Department.  SWE congratulates all of them on their new positions as well as recognizes UW-Milwaukee for 
being leaders in advancing and supporting women in academia.   
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 Section Website:  http://www.msn.fullfeed.com/~swewi  
Check out the website for lots of useful SWE information!  Do you have other ideas?  Let us know.  We’d love to add even 
more material to the site.  Send e-mail to swe-wi@swe.org. 
 
Advertising Information 
Newsletter ads, per issue:  ½ page ad = $25.  Full page ad = $50.  For more information, contact Gina Janke at 
gina.janke@swe.org. 
 
Webpage ads, per 1 month period:  $15 for text & simple graphic link.  Graphic should be in one of the following software 
formats:  JPEG, GIF, BMP, TIF, TGA, RAS, EPS, PCX, PNG, and PCD. 

For more information, contact Sarah Stepanski (sjstepanski@ra.rockwell.com). 
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Section President: 

Katie May 
515-491-9694 

Katherine.may@ge.com 
 

Section Vice President: 
Krysten Tesch 
608-273-6380 

Krysten.tesch@meadhunt.com 
 

Section Representative: 
Betty Leonhard 
920-344-2344 

Betty.leonhard@swe.org 
 

Section Representative: 
Martha Maxwell 
262-512-8649 

mamaxwell@ra.rockwell.com 
 

Section Representative Alternate: 
Yuliya Polyachenko 

Yuliya.polyachenko@gmail.com 
 

Advertising Coordinator: 
Sarah Struble 
775-287-2644 

Sarah.struble@gmail.com 
 

Collegiate Member Transition 
Coordinator: 
Brittany Barry 
847-977-8274 

Britt.e.barry@gmail.com 
 

Section Secretary: 
Brittany Barry 
847-977-8274 

Britt.e.barry@gmail.com 
 

Section Treasurer: 
Gina Janke 

262-636-1315 
Gina.janke@swe.org 

 
Membership Chair: 

Heidi Balestrieri 
262-542-4602 

hbison01@yahoo.com 
 

Scholarship Chair: 
Amanda Normand 

715-723-0177 
normanda@uwstout.edu 

 
Professional Development Chair: 

Julia Spankowski 
414-218-0344 

jrspankowski@gmail.com 
 

Outreach Chair: 
Jill Nondorf 

920-235-9151 
Jill.nondorf@swe.org 

 
Job Bank Coordinator: 

Abby Bresser 
608-240-3112 

abresser@aerotek.com 
 

 
 

Publicity Chair: 
Rita Murino 

Rita.murino@swe.org 
414-380-1875 

 
E-Mail Coordinator: 

Ann Krieger 
414-617-8657 

Ann.krieger.2007@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Andrea Cole Fyhrlund 

262-268-1092 
afyhrlund@ameritech.net 

 
Assistant Newsletter Editor: 

Barb Gosenheimer 
920-648-8426 

goosbmp@verizon.net 
 

Assistant Newsletter Editor: 
Joan Orthober 

jorthober@yahoo.com 
 

Website Administrator: 
Sarah Stepanski 

262-785-1163 
sjstepanski@ra.rockwell.com 

 
Awards Coordinator: 

Krysten Tesch 
608-273-6380 

Krysten.tesch@meadhunt.com 
 

Outreach – E-week Coordinator: 
Needed 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address changes to: 

Wisconsin Section, Society of Women Engineers 
W243N2312 Saddle Brook Dr. Apt. 207 
Pewaukee, WI  53072-6434 

 

Generous support to SWE -WI provided by:  
Rockwell Automation (www.ra.rockwell.com) 
Mead & Hunt (www.meadhunt.com) 
GE Healthcare (www.gehealthcare.com/worldwide.html) 
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Oct. 15-17, 2009………... 

Oct. 20, 2009……………. 

Oct. 22, 2009……………. 

Oct. 27, 2009……………. 

Oct. 29, 2009……………. 

Nov. 7, 2009…………….. 

Nov. 10, 2009…………… 

Dec. 3, 2009…………….. 

Jan. 23, 2010……………. 

Jan. 29-31, 2010………... 

 

FY10 SWE National Conference, Long Beach, CA 

Multicultural Potluck Dinner, Port Washington, WI 

Book Review:  “CrazyBusy”, Appleton, WI 

SWE National Conference Recap Meeting, Pewaukee, WI 

Milwaukee Area Meet & Greet, Milwaukee, WI 

Girls+Math+Science=Opportunities Conference, Fond du Lac, WI 

Milwaukee Area Meet & Greet, Delafield, WI 

Fox Valley Area Meet & Greet, Appleton, WI 

Future City Competition, Milwaukee, WI 

SWE Region H Conference at University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL 


